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Information Sheet For Infant Baptisms 
At the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament 

During the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
1. General Information Concerning the Sacrament of Baptism: 
 a. An infant should be baptized within the first weeks after birth; or as soon as possible 
after birth.  (Canon Law 868)  For a licit baptism of an infant, there must be a founded hope that 
the infant will be brought up in the Catholic religion; if such a hope is altogether lacking, the 
baptism is to be put off.  (Canon Law 868) 
 b. The child must have at least one official Godparent.  A Godparent must be 16 years of 
age; be a baptized Catholic who has received the sacraments of Holy Communion, 
Reconciliation, and Confirmation. 
 c. During the COVID-19 pandemic, a formal baptism class is not required for either the 
parents or the godparents. Parents and godparents, however, should thoroughly read and 
understand the information set forth in this Information Sheet. 
 c. It is customary to dress the child in white clothing which represents the white cloth that 
Jesus was wrapped in when he was placed in the tomb after his death on Good Friday and 
before His Resurrection. It also represents the resurrection of every baptized person at the end 
of the world which is one of the promises that come from Baptism. 
 d. A priest or deacon is usually the minister of the Sacrament of Baptism, but anyone can 
administer the sacrament of baptism in an emergency. 
 e. The parents and godparents make a Profession of Faith on behalf of the child: 
  "Do you reject Satan, and all his works, and all his empty promises?" 
  "I do." 
  "Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth?" 
  "I do." 
  "Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who is born of the Virgin 
Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right 
hand of the Father?" 
  "I do." 
  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting?" 
  "I do." 
 f. The priest or deacon then administers the Sacrament of Baptism by pouring water on 
the head of the child while saying the words, "I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit." 
 
2. Schedule of Baptisms: During the pandemic, we will make an effort to perform infant 
baptisms at 9 AM and 11:0 AM on Saturday mornings. English baptisms will take place on the 
first and third Saturdays; and Spanish baptisms will take place on the second and fourth 
Saturdays. We will limit each ceremony to five infants so as to implement social distancing; and 
we will stagger the baptisms. Attendance is limited to the Parents, Godparents and minor 
siblings of the baptized child. 
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3. No Baptisms During Lent: We do not have baptisms during Lent. This year, Lent begins on 
Ash Wednesday (February 17, 2021) and ends on Holy Saturday (April 3, 2021). 
 
4. Baptism Registration Form and Birth Certificate: For both English and Spanish baptisms, 
please submit a Baptism Registration Form, along with a copy of your child’s official birth 
certificate.  A Baptism Registration Form is provided along with this Information Sheet.  As 
soon as you email, fax or mail your Baptism Registration Form, the baptism date will be set. 
 
5. Suggested Donation: The suggested voluntary donation for a baptism at the Cathedral is 
$75/family for parishioners registered in the Cathedral Parish for longer than a year; and 
$125/family for all others.  Please make checks payable to the "Cathedral".  You may bring 
your donation to the baptism.  Thank you for your generosity. 
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